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IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims to read as indicated below. 

1 . (currently amended) A system for providing a us e r with a high e r risk scor e indicating th e 
lik e lihood that a busin e ss under inquiry by th e us e r may b e involv e d in qu e stionabl e activity, th e 
syst e m comprising: 

a component that performs an evaluation of m e ans for e valuating h ow closely4hea profile of4he 
a business under inquiry matches those of businesses already confirmed as higher risk, 
wherein th e m e ans for e valuating compris e said component comprises a neural network 
model capabl e of capturing th e that captures a way multiple data elements inter-relate^ and 
thereby of r e cognizin g recognizes patterns indicative of questionable activity; 

a component that produces a m e ans for producing th e high e r risk score based on4he results of-m 
said evaluation p e rform e d by th e e valuating m e ans , wherein said score is indicative of a 
likelihood that said business under inquiry may be involved in questionable activity ; 

a component that uses said score in a determination of credit-worthiness of said business under 
inquiry; and 

a component that transmits m e ans for transmitting a report including-th e said high e r risk score 
and said credit-worthiness to th e us e r . 

2. (currently amended) A system, as defined in Claim 1, furth e r comprising variabl e s s e l e cted 
from th e group of data e l e m e nts wherein said data elements include a variable selected from the group 
consisting of : 

History Indicator^ 
Suits, Liens, Judgments^ 
UCC Filing Indicator^ 
SIQ 
Name a 

Company Age A 
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MSA, 
Mail Drop, 

Ownership of Facility, 
Number of Employees, 
Satisfactory Payment Experience , and 
Inquiry Spike, 



3. (currently amended) A system, as defined in Claim 1, further comprising^ 
a network and, connected to the network, a programmed computer, a user interface, a m e ans for 
gath e rin g component that gathers said data elements conc e rning a plurality of busin e ss e s , a 
database having a record of the businesses appended with their respective data elements4» 
th e form of variabl e s, or data e l e m e nts , 
wherein-th e said neural network model receives-fe e said data elements of th e busin e ss, and upon 
identifying patterns amon g said data elements, assigns weights to-fe e said data elements to 
produce a weighted sum wh e r e in , such that a higher weighted sums m e aning sum means a 
highe r high risk score. 



4. (currently amended) A system, as defined in Claim 3, providing m e ans for f ee ding further 
comprising a component that feeds- fe e said data elements into-fe e said neural network model. 

5. (currently amended) A system, as defined in Claim 4, including m e ans for id e ntifying th e _ a 
component that identifies said patterns of questionable activity. 

6. (currently amended) A system, as defined in Claim 5, including m e ans for assigning^ , 
component that assigns weights to-fe e said data elements to produce- a said weighted sum. 

7. (currently amended) A system, as defined in Claim 6, providing m e ans for calculating a further 
comprising a component that calculates said weighted sum. 
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8. (currently amended) A system as defined in Claim 1, wherein th e e valuated said business 
under inquiry is given different scores based on how closely its patterns match those of confirmed risk 
businesses. 

9. (currently amended) A method for providing a us e r with a high e r risk scor e indicating th e 
lik e lihood that a busin e ss und e r inquiry by th e us e r is involved in qu e stionabl e activity, th e m e thod 
comprising th e st e ps o f comprising : 

evaluating how closely-thea profile of4hea business under inquiry matches those of businesses 
already confirmed as higher risk, using a neural network model capabl e of capturing th e 
that captures a way multiple data elements inter-relate, and thereby of r e cognizing 
recognizes patterns indicative of questionable activity; 

calculating a high e r risk score based on results of-th e said evaluating-step, wherein said score is 
indicative of a likelihood that said business under inquiry may be involved in questionable 
activity; 

using said score in a determination of credit-worthiness of said business under inquiry; and 
transmitting a repo rt of th e d e gr ee of risk to th e us e r, th e r e port including th e high e r risk scor e 
that includes said score and said credit-worthiness . 

10. (currently amended) A method, as defined in Claim 9, furth e r comprising variabl e s s e l e ct e d 
from th e group of data e l e m e nts wherein said data elements include a variable selected from the group 
consisting of : 

History Indicator 
Suits, Liens, Judgments, 
UCC Filing Indicator, 
SIC, 
Name, 

Company Age, 
MSA, 
Mail Drop, 
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Ownership of Facility^ 
Number of Employees^ 
Satisfactory Payment Experience , and 
Inquiry Spike. 

1 1 . (currently amended) A method, as defined in Claim 10, providing st e ps for further comprising 
feeding4h e said data elements into4h e said neural network model. 

12. (currently amended) A method, as defined in Claim 11, including st e ps fo r further comprising 
identifying-th e said patterns of questionable activity. 

13. (currently amended) A method, as defined in Claim 12, including st e ps fo r further comprising 
assigning weights to4he said data elements to produce a weighted sum. 

14. (currently amended) A method, as defined in Claim 13, providing st e ps fo r further comprising 
calculating- a said weighted sum, on which th e high e r risk wherein said score is based on said weighted 
sum. 
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